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State Bar Association of North Dakota

Joint Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee

Robert J. Udland
Chair

October 22, 2012

North Dakota Supreme Court
Judicial Wing, 1st Floor
600 E. Boulevard Ave.

Bismarck, ND 58505-0530

Re: Proposed Appellate Mediation Rule and Protocol

Dear Justices:

Enclosed with this letter are a draft Appellate Mediation Rule and Protocol and proposed
amendments to Rule of Court 8.9, submitted for your consideration by the Joint Committee on
Alternative Dispute Resolution. This proposal has been expanded to include trust matters, as well
as family law and probate appeals.

This proposal was submitted to the Board of Governors of the State Bar Association of North
Dakota for review and comment as required by Section 3.B. of Administrative Rule 43. The
Board of Governors continues to oppose the proposal.

The Committee met to consider the Board of Governors' position, and moved to forward the
proposal to the Court despite the Board's opposition. It is die Committee's opinion diat no
mediationwill occur under this proposal if appellees in the affected cases have the option to reject
mediation. The proposal is designed to relieve parties of die mediation requirement under certain
circumstances.

The Joint Committee on Alternative Dispute Resolution submits this proposal for the Court's
consideration. If there are any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

^
Robert J. Udland, Chair
joint Committee on Alternative Dispute Resolution

c: SBAND Board of Governors

                  FILED 
    IN THE OFFICE OF THE  
CLERK OF SUPREME COURT 
         NOVEMBER 1, 2012 
  STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

20110376


































