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State of North Bakota

OFFICE OF STATE COURT ADMINISTRATOR SUPREME COURT

Judicial Wing, 1st Floor
600 E Boulevard Ave Dept 180

STATE CC?GIE!':I\'(AHSII\-/IEIVI\\IIIASTRATOR Bismarck, ND 58505-0530
701: (701) 328-4216
September 14, 2018 Fax: (701) 328.2092
FILED
IN THE OFFICE OF THE
TO: Sally Holewa CLERK OF SUPREME COURT
SEPTEMBER 17, 2018
FROM: Don Wolf (9;) STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

SUBJECT: August 2018 Annualized Weighted Caseload Study

Attached is the weighted caseload (WCL) statistics for the eight month period ending
August 31, 2018 annualized to project the total for calendar year 2018. Since we use a
two-year average for these purposes, | have also attached the 2017/18 statistics.

Some comments regarding these numbers follow:

The total case filings are projected to be 163,739 for 2018 as compared to 159,765 for
2017, or an increase of 3,974 cases. Based on the estimated 2018 case filings, there will
be a large increase in contract collection (871 cases), administrative traffic (2,597 cases)
and juvenile deprivation (101 cases). However, case filings have decreased in felonies
(166 cases) and child support (377 cases). The following charts summarize the WCL
trends per district.

TOTAL JUDICIAL OFFICER NEED -3 YEAR
District | 2016 WCL 2017WCL | 2018 WCL
NEJD . 5.91 5.65 5.86
'NECJD 6.26 6.57 6.62
SEJD 7.02 7.04 7.27
ECJD 12.63 12.92 | 13.16
SCJD 14.21 13.91 13.67
SWJD : 3.98 3.86 ' 3.78
NWJD 6.87 6.20 7.03
NCJD | 7.89 7.70 7.07
Total 64.77 _ 63.85 64.46




Districts Showing a Judicial Officer Shortage
District 2016/2017 2017/2018 Net Change to Previous
(Shortage) (Shortage) Study
NECJD (1.42) (1.60) Increased need of 0.18
SEJD (0.03) (0.15) Increased need of 0.12
ECJD (1.77) (2.04) Increased need of 0.27
SCJD (3.06) (2.79) Decreased need of 0.27
NWJD (0.53) _ (0.61) Increased need of 0.08
NCJD (1.80) \ (1.39) Decreased need of 0.41

Districts Showing a Judicial Officer Overage

District 2016/2017 2017/2018 Net Change to Previous
Overage Overage Study
NEJD 0.22 0.24 Decreased need of 0.02
SWJID 0.08 0.18 Decreased need of 0.10

2017/2018 Net Judicial Officer Shortage 8.17
2016/2017 Net Judicial Officer Shortage 8.31

ECJD — The total filings for the ECJD are estimated to increase by 432 from 2017 to
2018, primarily due to an increase in misdemeanor (148 cases), small claims (223 cases)
and contract collection (297 cases). The net result is an increase in the one-year judge
need of 0.24 as compared to 2017.
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