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Phone: 701-426-9393

Email: olsonpc@midco.net

VIA US Mail and Electronic Copy

November 15,2013

Ms. Penny L. Miller
Clerk of the Supreme Court
State Capitol
600 E. Boulevard Ave.

Bismarck, ND 58505-0530

Re: Lawyer Assistance Program
Proposed Amendments to:
North Dakota Admission to Practice Rules - Rule 2 (Standards for Admission); and
North Dakota Supreme Court Administrative Rule 49 (Lawyer Assistance Program)

Dear Ms. Miller

On behalf of the North Dakota Lawyer Assistance Committee, please consider this letter
as a petition for amendment of certain rules in accordance with section 3 of the Rule on
Procedural Rules, Administrative Rules and Administrative Orders of the North Dakota Supreme
Court. Specifically, our committee unanimously supports expanding the Lawyer Assistance
Program to law students at the University Of North Dakota School Of Law.

Although we, as a committee together with a dedicated cadre of volunteers, are pleased
and proud of our successes in our charge to protect the public by assisting struggling lawyers in
maintaining and improving "the integrity of the legal profession". We believe we need to include
law students in this endeavor.

A number of studies, including those conducted by various BAR associations, have
concluded lawyers fall victim to mental health and substance abuse issues far above the norm.
Indeed, even the incidents of suicide are more prevalent among lawyers than any other
profession.

Unfortunately, many of those problems occur and are fostered at a very young age. We
commend to the Court, and its designated committee, an extremely relevant video on this
subject prepared by the Washington D.C. BAR Lawyers Assistance Committee, accessible at
http://media.wcl.american.edu/Mediasite/Plav/acfe55debf3d4910930e8657b168983e.
You will note that drinking, drugs and depression are major causes of concern among law
school student ranks. The video further describes the increase in those problems as students
progress through law school.

We are informed that most state lawyer assistance programs include law students in
their service objectives. Our law school, particularly through Dean Kathryn Rand, and Assistant
Dean for Student Life, Brad Parrish, has been very supportive and has assisted us in this effort.
The stress of being a lawyer finds its origin in law school and as the video depicts, "It's a
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