
Members of the Panel Discussion on Financial Planning 
 
James Barnhardt 
Specialty: ABLE (Achieving a Better Life Experience) accounts 
jbarnhardt@nd.gov 
 
JoDell Bourgois 
Specialty: special needs trusts 
jodellb@kirkwoodbank.com 
 
Patty Hoffman 
Specialty: Social Security benefits 
Patty.Hoffman@ssa.gov 
 
Jamie Jacobson 
Specialty: Social Security benefits 
Jamie.Jacobson@ssa.gov 
 
Joyce Johnson 
Specialty: Medicaid eligibility  
joyjohnson@nd.gov 
 
Ginger Paul 
Specialty: end-of-life preplanning 
ginger@eastgatefuneral.com 
 
Kimberly Watson 
Specialty: special needs trusts 
Kim.Watson@lssmn.org  
 
 

Miscellaneous Fiduciary Resources:  
 

ABLE National Resource Center: http://www.ablenrc.org/  
 

North Dakota statute for special needs trusts: https://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t59.html  
 

ND Medicaid eligibility: 
https://www.nd.gov/dhs/services/medicalserv/medicaid/eligible.html  
 

Social Security Disability eligibility: https://www.ssa.gov/planners/disability/qualify.html  
 

Social Security Representative Payee info: https://www.ssa.gov/payee/  
 

Consumer Financial Protection Bureau guides to managing someone else’s money:  
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/consumer-tools/managing-someone-elses-money/  
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