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Executive Summary of Charts 

 

Background: The charts were created by assessing two reports from the North 

Dakota Supreme Court’s IT Department. One report focused on attorney 

appearances (attorney report) and the other on district court cases (case report).  

 

Attorney Report: The attorney report provided the county, case type, case number, 

filing date, and bar ID number for all cases filed with an attorney of record from 

2018 to 2023. The attorney report does not capture cases where no attorney 

appeared in a case. A case will populate for every appearance made; therefore, the 

attorney report outlines the number of appearances made by attorneys (a case 

would populate six times if six attorneys appeared in a single case). Cases are only 

generated in the report if an attorney of record is entered in the docket for a party, 

interested person, or a third party. Some counties are not consistent with listing 

attorneys of record for when the State is a party; therefore, the attorney report may 

underrepresent criminal cases and other case types where the State is frequently a 

party, such as child support or juvenile cases. The attorney report does not capture 

appearances in reopened cases. Therefore, the attorney report will heavily 

underrepresent family law cases since those cases are frequently reopened. The 

attorney report also does not include municipal counts. The attorney report was 

used to generate the charts on pages 11-20. 

 

Case Report: The case report provided the county, case number, case type, filing 

date, party count, defendant count, number of self-represented parties, and the 

number of attorneys appearing in a case. All case types were grouped into 

categories, and certain categories have been excluded when preparing charts (see p. 

21 of materials). Attorneys are only counted if an attorney of record is entered in a 

docket for a party (attorneys of real parties of interest, attorneys of interested 

persons, and guardian ad litems are not counted). All cases where the State is a 

party has at least one attorney appearing for the State. The case report only 

generates cases that were filed in 2018-2023; therefore, it does not capture reopened 

cases. Like the attorney report, the case report will underrepresent cases that are 

frequently reopened, such as family law cases. There are certain nuances with how 

a case is categorized as lawyer v. pro se party depending on grouping. For example, 

the conservatorship & guardianship group will be marked lawyer v. pro se party if a 

respondent contests the conservatorship or conservatorship and is self-represented. 

A similar rule applies to the probate, trusts & estates group. The case report was 

used to generate the charts on pages 22-101. 

 

County Population By Year (2018-2023): 

• Description: Provides population data for each county from 2018 to 2023, along 

with a trend rate. The shading in the county column is based on county 

population for 2023. The red-shaded counties are those with a population of less 

than 5,000 residents. The darker shade of red, the less populated the county. 
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White-shaded counties have a population between 5,000-10,000. Counties with 

blue shading have above 10,000 residents with the darker shades indicating a 

higher population. The shading system for the county column is used in many 

charts. The shading in the trend column is based on county trends from 2018 to 

2023. Green shaded cells indicate counties with growing populations, while red 

shaded cells indicate decreasing county populations. The yellow shaded cell 

indicate a static population. 

• Trend Assessment: Most counties show a consistent population growth trend, 

with McKenzie (1.09) and Williams (1.07) leading. A few counties like Oliver and 

Golden Valley show slight population declines. Generally, more urban counties 

have increasing populations while more rural counties trend toward a decreasing 

population, except Billings and Slope counties, which are the least populated.  

 

Population Per County (2024): 

• Description: Lists the number of attorneys per county as of April 2024 and the 

number of attorneys per 1,000 residents. The attorney's location is based on the 

business address found on the Court’s website.  

• Trend Assessment: High attorney density is in urban counties like Burleigh 

(4.70) and Cass (2.75). Burleigh County is a high outlier for attorney 

concentration.  Several rural counties have very low or zero attorney presence, 

indicating potential access to justice issues. North Dakota has fewer attorneys 

per 1,000 residents than most bordering states, excluding South Dakota, which 

may have a ratio of 1.94 attorneys per 1,000 residents. The national average is 

3.86 attorneys for every 1,000 residents; however, the District of Columbia and 

New York state substantially increase the national average and are outliers. An 

average benchmark for number of attorneys per 1,000 residents is around 2.0 or 

3.0, depending on demographics, legal needs, and legal infrastructure. Only 

Burleigh, Cass, Grand Forks, and Ramsey counties exceed the 2.0 ratio.  

 

No. Appearances Per County by Year (2018-2023): 

• Description: Number of court appearances per county each year from 2018 to 

2023, including average and trend. Counties that have an increase in 

appearance are shaded green in the trend column while decreases are shaded 

red.  

• Trend Assessment: Counties like McKenzie show a significant decrease in 

appearances (50.43 to 25.25), whereas Ramsey and Williams show increasing 

trends, indicating varying demand for court services. Trends for increasing or 

decreasing the number of appearances do not correlate with population.  

 

Total Appearance Rate Per 100 Residents (2018-2023): 

• Description: Total court appearances per 100 residents for each county annually. 

Appearances include criminal and civil proceedings. The chart is filtered by 

average. The 2018-2023 and average columns are shaded based on whether a 
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county is above or below the state average for their respective column. The trend 

column is based on the county row. 

• Trend Assessment: A general decrease in court appearance rates per 100 

residents across most counties, with some fluctuations. Logan, Mountrail, 

Emmons, Benson, and McIntosh counties are exceptions that trend upward.  

 

Attorney Appearances By Year: 

• Description: Breakdown of attorneys’ caseload categories from 2018 to 2023, 

including those with more than 20 cases. The top chart shows the number of 

attorneys who appear in court from 2018 to 2023 and categorizes those attorneys 

by caseload.  

• Trend Assessment: A decline in the total number of appearances but an increase 

in attorneys with higher caseloads, indicating fewer attorneys are handling more 

cases. In 2023, there were only 1,249 attorneys who appeared in court, of those, 

only 508 attorneys had a caseload with more than 20 cases. The number of 

attorneys that file one to five cases a year will likely continue to decrease.  

 

No. Attorneys Who Take Certain Percentage of Cases Per County (2018-

2023): 

• Description: Lists the number of attorneys who handle different percentages of 

the county’s cases. Potentially high-risk counties are shaded white. Appearances 

include civil and criminal.  

• Trend Assessment: High concentration of cases among a few attorneys in several 

counties, with certain counties showing potential high-risk due to attorney 

workload. Higher populated counties are less reliant on one attorney to obtain 

legal services. Criminal appearances may be misrepresenting which counties 

rely on one attorney. The number of high-risk counties slowly increased, with 

more attorneys taking on larger shares of cases. 

 

Attorneys With 50%+ of Cases Per County: 

• Description: Identifies attorneys who handled over 50% of the cases in their 

respective counties from 2018 to 2023. 

• Trend Assessment: Persistent issue with a small number of attorneys handling 

disproportionately high caseloads, posing risks for access to justice. All attorneys 

identified are state attorneys and may not be reflective of civil needs.  

 

Case Type and Groupings: The list explains which case types have been grouped 

together for the charts provided on pages 35-101. It also shows which case types 

have been removed from the analysis.  

 

Civil Filing Rate Per 100 Residents (2018-2023): 

• Description: Civil filing rates per 100 residents for each county annually. The 

2018-2023 columns are shaded based on whether the county was .5 above or 

below the yearly average. Counties above the average for that year are shaded 
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green, those .5 below are shaded red, and those falling in between are shaded 

yellow. The trend column is shaded based on whether the county has an increase 

in civil filing rates per 100 residents (green) or a decrease (red).  

• Trend Assessment: Generally, more populated counties file more civil cases per 

100 residents than lower populated counties. Most counties have seen a decrease 

in caviling filing rates since 2018.  

 

Criminal Filing Rate Per 100 Residents (2018-2023): 

• Description: Criminal filing rates per 100 residents for each county annually. 

• Trend Assessment: Similar variability as civil filings, with notable declines in 

some counties, indicating changes in criminal activity or law enforcement 

practices. McIntosh and Logan counties have nearly doubled their criminal filing 

rate per 100 residents since 2018.  

 

Party Demographic Charts: 

• Description: Charts from pages 22-101 show percentages for whether a case 

involves all pro se parties, no pro se parties, or a pro se party against a lawyer. 

There are charts for civil, criminal, and civil and criminal cases. The shading 

system is similar to the filing rate charts. The charts from pages 35-101 are 

broken down by groups.  

• Trend Assessment: Generally, civil cases involving all pro se parties do not 

follow population density. Medium-sized counties and very low populated 

counties have more cases with both parties represented in civil cases while 

higher populated counties have a higher concentration of cases with an attorney 

against a pro se party in civil cases. Less populated counties are less likely to 

have defendants represented by an attorney in criminal proceedings.  
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County 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Trend
McKenzie 14,219 14,459 14,704 14,953 15,206 15,463 1.09
Williams 39,807 40,378 40,950 41,521 42,092 42,664 1.07
Cass 180,581 182,542 184,525 186,531 188,560 190,613 1.06
Sioux 3,936 3,975 4,014 4,053 4,092 4,131 1.05
Ransom 5,617 5,662 5,707 5,752 5,797 5,842 1.04
Billings 933 939 945 951 957 963 1.03
Ward 69,060 69,489 69,919 70,348 70,777 71,207 1.03
Stark 33,842 34,039 34,237 34,436 34,636 34,837 1.03
Mountrail 9,514 9,563 9,613 9,663 9,714 9,765 1.03
Morton 32,889 33,049 33,211 33,374 33,537 33,701 1.02
Grand Forks 72,464 72,816 73,170 73,525 73,882 74,240 1.02
Burleigh 97,592 98,024 98,458 98,895 99,333 99,774 1.02
Mercer 8,041 8,074 8,107 8,140 8,174 8,208 1.02
Benson 5,917 5,940 5,964 5,986 6,009 6,031 1.02
Dunn 4,067 4,081 4,095 4,109 4,123 4,137 1.02
McLean 9,497 9,519 9,541 9,563 9,585 9,607 1.01
Slope 707 709 710 712 713 715 1.01
Pembina 6,724 6,739 6,753 6,768 6,782 6,797 1.01
Pierce 3,923 3,931 3,940 3,948 3,956 3,964 1.01
Grant 2,296 2,299 2,301 2,304 2,307 2,310 1.01
Rolette 12,202 12,217 12,231 12,246 12,261 12,275 1.01
Burke 2,196 2,199 2,201 2,203 2,205 2,207 1.01
Divide 2,195 2,195 2,195 2,195 2,195 2,195 1
Oliver 1,846 1,841 1,836 1,831 1,826 1,821 0.99
Golden Valley 1,747 1,742 1,736 1,731 1,726 1,721 0.99
Hettinger 2,504 2,496 2,489 2,481 2,473 2,466 0.98
Steele 1,792 1,786 1,781 1,775 1,770 1,764 0.98
Traill 7,971 7,946 7,921 7,895 7,870 7,845 0.98
Ramsey 11,564 11,524 11,483 11,443 11,403 11,363 0.98
Bowman 3,014 3,004 2,993 2,983 2,972 2,961 0.98
Renville 2,304 2,295 2,287 2,278 2,269 2,260 0.98
Sargent 3,846 3,830 3,814 3,799 3,783 3,768 0.98
Eddy 2,367 2,357 2,347 2,337 2,327 2,317 0.98
Stutsman 21,501 21,409 21,317 21,226 21,135 21,045 0.98
Foster 3,427 3,412 3,397 3,382 3,367 3,352 0.98
Kidder 2,415 2,404 2,394 2,383 2,373 2,362 0.98
Bottineau 6,435 6,407 6,379 6,350 6,322 6,293 0.98
Walsh 10,513 10,464 10,415 10,366 10,317 10,269 0.98
McHenry 5,400 5,372 5,345 5,317 5,290 5,263 0.97
Cavalier 3,743 3,723 3,704 3,685 3,666 3,647 0.97
Dickey 5,052 5,025 4,999 4,973 4,947 4,921 0.97
Richland 16,441 16,353 16,266 16,179 16,092 16,006 0.97
Nelson 2,963 2,947 2,931 2,915 2,899 2,883 0.97
LaMoure 4,145 4,119 4,093 4,067 4,041 4,015 0.97
Barnes 11,005 10,929 10,853 10,776 10,700 10,624 0.97
Towner 2,147 2,131 2,116 2,101 2,086 2,071 0.96
Adams 2,233 2,216 2,200 2,182 2,165 2,148 0.96
Griggs 2,343 2,324 2,306 2,287 2,268 2,249 0.96
Wells 4,053 4,017 3,982 3,946 3,910 3,875 0.96
Sheridan 1,254 1,242 1,231 1,220 1,209 1,198 0.96
Logan 1,911 1,893 1,876 1,859 1,841 1,824 0.95
Emmons 3,364 3,332 3,301 3,269 3,238 3,207 0.95
McIntosh 2,604 2,567 2,530 2,493 2,457 2,421 0.93

County Population By Year
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County 2024
Attorneys 

(4/23/2024)
Attorneys Per 

1,000 Residents

Burleigh 100,218 471 4.70
Cass 192,689 530 2.75
Grand Forks 74,599 183 2.45
Ramsey 11,323 23 2.03
Towner 2,056 4 1.95
Traill 7,820 13 1.66
Pembina 6,812 10 1.47
Morton 33,866 47 1.39
Walsh 10,221 14 1.37
Sargent 3,753 5 1.33
Eddy 2,307 3 1.30
Ward 71,636 93 1.30
Stark 35,039 45 1.28
Pierce 3,972 5 1.26
Hettinger 2,458 3 1.22
Foster 3,337 4 1.20
Stutsman 20,955 25 1.19
Williams 43,235 50 1.16
Richland 15,921 18 1.13
Billings 969 1 1.03
Adams 2,132 2 0.94
Divide 2,195 2 0.91
Cavalier 3,628 3 0.83
Mountrail 9,817 8 0.81
Mercer 8,242 6 0.73
McKenzie 15,725 11 0.70
Nelson 2,868 2 0.70
Ransom 5,887 4 0.68
Bowman 2,951 2 0.68
Barnes 10,548 6 0.57
Logan 1,807 1 0.55
Oliver 1,816 1 0.55
LaMoure 3,990 2 0.50
Bottineau 6,265 3 0.48
Burke 2,209 1 0.45
Renville 2,251 1 0.44
Grant 2,313 1 0.43
Kidder 2,352 1 0.43
McIntosh 2,385 1 0.42
McLean 9,629 4 0.42
Dickey 4,895 2 0.41
Benson 6,054 2 0.33
Rolette 12,290 4 0.33
Emmons 3,176 1 0.31
Wells 3,839 1 0.26
Dunn 4,151 1 0.24
Sioux 4,170 1 0.24
McHenry 5,236 1 0.19
Golden Valley 1,715 0 0.00
Griggs 2,231 0 0.00
Sheridan 1,187 0 0.00
Slope 717 0 0.00
Steele 1,759 0 0.00
ND Total 793,616 1,622 2.04
MN Total 5,303,925 25,000 4.71
MT Total 1,142,746 3,500 3.06
SD Total 928,767 1,800 1.94
US Total 336,800,000 1,300,000 3.86

Attorney Population Per County (based on business address)
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County 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Average Trend Trend 23/18
Adams 240 262 253 215 246 197 235.50 -8.60 0.82
Barnes 1,533 1,365 1,378 1,410 1,221 1,244 1,358.50 -52.71 0.81
Benson 476 342 375 580 570 624 494.50 46.54 1.31
Billings 124 135 103 108 94 101 110.83 -6.66 0.81
Bottineau 616 522 434 582 418 513 514.17 -19.40 0.83
Bowman 338 265 318 305 321 266 302.17 -5.86 0.79
Burke 288 343 350 257 190 215 273.83 -26.20 0.75
Burleigh 16,700 14,082 12,964 13,969 12,067 13,354 13,856.00 -622.00 0.80
Cass 20,425 21,307 21,240 23,414 21,905 22,999 21,881.67 481.09 1.13
Cavalier 250 258 246 269 347 291 276.83 14.14 1.16
Dickey 629 515 441 354 312 270 420.17 -71.17 0.43
Divide 360 368 421 442 320 368 379.83 -2.37 1.02
Dunn 1,058 1,020 859 936 1,064 1,032 994.83 2.26 0.98
Eddy 438 347 351 229 171 134 278.33 -62.00 0.31
Emmons 195 248 259 240 217 267 237.67 7.09 1.37
Foster 332 354 311 277 262 196 288.67 -28.29 0.59
Golden Valley 137 121 103 109 138 111 119.83 -2.09 0.81
Grand Forks 9,021 9,382 9,098 9,244 8,175 8,150 8845 -223.71 0.90
Grant 142 186 117 155 117 120 139.50 -7.97 0.85
Griggs 242 252 168 166 176 150 192.33 -19.71 0.62
Hettinger 240 213 224 233 164 155 204.83 -16.09 0.65
Kidder 221 162 178 174 197 150 180.33 -7.26 0.68
LaMoure 333 340 313 314 197 245 290.33 -24.80 0.74
Logan 162 144 170 221 112 202 168.50 4.43 1.25
McHenry 605 741 644 714 560 579 640.50 -17.23 0.96
McIntosh 199 189 249 211 194 229 211.83 3.63 1.15
McKenzie 6,336 4,967 3,688 3,348 3,500 3,590 4,238.17 -527.74 0.57
McLean 1,086 1,170 1,394 1,142 1,005 934 1,121.83 -43.06 0.86
Mercer 791 804 769 1,035 769 837 834.17 11.17 1.06
Morton 5,366 4,901 4,927 4,543 4,656 4,325 4,786.33 -180.69 0.81
Mountrail 1,224 1,217 1,222 1,450 1,643 1,713 1,411.50 112.89 1.40
Nelson 338 345 244 273 239 303 290.33 -13.26 0.90
Oliver 165 122 139 162 106 119 135.50 -7.29 0.72
Pembina 712 823 756 825 663 586 727.50 -29.74 0.82
Pierce 587 563 393 321 241 261 394.33 -76.23 0.44
Ramsey 3,005 3,204 3,924 3,603 3,252 3,315 3,383.83 39.23 1.10
Ransom 475 394 392 372 372 382 397.83 -15.74 0.80
Renville 183 180 134 196 130 158 163.50 -6.09 0.86
Richland 1,597 1,435 1,547 1,591 1,400 1,458 1,504.67 -21.60 0.91
Rolette 859 1,003 858 803 852 809 864.00 -21.66 0.94
Sargent 361 320 318 248 252 257 292.67 -22.69 0.71
Sheridan 97 118 110 122 108 86 106.83 -2.09 0.89
Sioux 120 131 113 105 56 75 100.00 -13.09 0.63
Slope 32 56 52 40 33 29 40.33 -2.74 0.91
Stark 4,174 4,346 4,670 4,417 4,195 4,480 4,380.33 23.54 1.07
Steele 83 75 64 149 148 109 104.67 12.40 1.31
Stutsman 3,603 2,904 2,779 2,737 2,078 2,094 2,699.17 -287.57 0.58
Towner 516 403 388 311 206 204 338.00 -63.66 0.40
Traill 739 679 507 572 428 489 569.00 -55.37 0.66
Walsh 1,300 1,285 1,134 1,195 958 1,159 1171.83 -46.42 0.89
Ward 11,500 10,478 9,568 8,627 8,849 9,719 9,796.17 -420.94 0.85
Wells 360 380 273 338 237 257 307.50 -25.11 0.71
Williams 9,119 11,406 10,800 8,997 9,438 9,640 9,900.00 -145.77 1.06
Average 1,864.95 1,816.47 1,741.19 1,769.83 1,647.74 1,716.38 1,745.03 -34.87 0.92

# Appearances (CV + CR) When Grouped
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County 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Average Trend 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Average Trend
Steele 40 45 24 60 72 50 48.50 4.77 2.23 2.52 1.35 3.38 4.07 2.83 2.73 0.28
Logan 61 77 66 90 61 87 73.67 3.03 3.19 4.07 3.52 4.84 3.31 4.77 3.95 0.20
Cass 7,964 8,690 8,490 9,810 9,444 10,235 9,105.50 426.77 4.41 4.76 4.60 5.26 5.01 5.37 4.90 0.18
Mercer 344 318 288 446 354 392 357.00 14.46 4.28 3.94 3.55 5.48 4.33 4.78 4.39 0.16
Emmons 103 115 131 106 113 131 116.50 3.11 3.06 3.45 3.97 3.24 3.49 4.08 3.55 0.13
Dunn 333 286 271 337 289 347 310.50 4.14 8.19 7.01 6.62 8.20 7.01 8.39 7.57 0.07
Benson 253 150 168 157 166 269 193.83 3.34 4.28 2.53 2.82 2.62 2.76 4.46 3.24 0.04
Bowman 144 144 172 148 156 129 148.83 -1.80 4.78 4.79 5.75 4.96 5.25 4.36 4.98 -0.04
Divide 189 251 245 304 166 221 229.33 -1.03 8.61 11.44 11.16 13.85 7.56 10.07 10.45 -0.05
Ward 4,193 4,065 3,706 4,082 3,815 4,122 3,997.17 -20.83 6.07 5.85 5.30 5.80 5.39 5.79 5.70 -0.07
Sioux 54 31 52 58 28 36 43.17 -2.66 1.37 0.78 1.30 1.43 0.68 0.87 1.07 -0.08
Renville 118 95 81 117 87 99 99.50 -2.37 5.12 4.14 3.54 5.14 3.83 4.38 4.36 -0.09
McHenry 251 251 179 260 204 212 226.17 -7.29 4.65 4.67 3.35 4.89 3.86 4.03 4.24 -0.11
Richland 731 598 566 602 535 590 603.67 -24.51 4.45 3.66 3.48 3.72 3.32 3.69 3.72 -0.13
Sargent 142 183 193 139 144 131 155.33 -6.46 3.69 4.78 5.06 3.66 3.81 3.48 4.08 -0.15
Mountrail 690 604 606 545 652 588 614.17 -12.20 7.25 6.32 6.30 5.64 6.71 6.02 6.37 -0.16
Ransom 246 214 181 165 170 222 199.67 -7.66 4.38 3.78 3.17 2.87 2.93 3.80 3.49 -0.16
Burleigh 5,351 4,533 4,528 4,315 4,293 4,536 4,592.67 -143.09 5.48 4.62 4.60 4.36 4.32 4.55 4.66 -0.17
Pembina 306 422 387 314 279 330 339.67 -10.91 4.55 6.26 5.73 4.64 4.11 4.86 5.03 -0.17
Oliver 87 68 67 91 45 71 71.50 -3.57 4.71 3.69 3.65 4.97 2.46 3.90 3.90 -0.18
Bottineau 294 284 225 230 220 234 247.83 -13.91 4.57 4.43 3.53 3.62 3.48 3.72 3.89 -0.20
McIntosh 113 92 90 119 75 71 93.33 -6.63 4.34 3.58 3.56 4.77 3.05 2.93 3.71 -0.21
Walsh 597 638 552 574 430 543 555.67 -24.91 5.68 6.10 5.30 5.54 4.17 5.29 5.34 -0.21
Grant 94 135 73 94 87 84 94.50 -4.94 4.09 5.87 3.17 4.08 3.77 3.64 4.10 -0.22
Cavalier 166 173 168 124 115 146 148.67 -9.09 4.43 4.65 4.54 3.36 3.14 4.00 4.02 -0.22
Traill 305 310 267 233 209 241 260.83 -18.77 3.83 3.90 3.37 2.95 2.66 3.07 3.30 -0.23
Wells 187 222 148 125 135 166 163.83 -11.11 4.61 5.53 3.72 3.17 3.45 4.28 4.13 -0.24
Golden Valley 98 85 55 73 63 70 74.00 -5.37 5.61 4.88 3.17 4.22 3.65 4.07 4.27 -0.30
Nelson 164 175 142 129 110 136 142.67 -9.94 5.53 5.94 4.84 4.43 3.79 4.72 4.88 -0.31
McKenzie 1,481 1,171 1,011 1,064 1,178 1,289 1,199.00 -25.31 10.42 8.10 6.88 7.12 7.75 8.34 8.10 -0.32
Morton 2,215 1,850 1,777 1,713 1,660 1,659 1,812.33 -97.54 6.73 5.60 5.35 5.13 4.95 4.92 5.45 -0.32
Sheridan 60 67 57 50 52 39 54.17 -4.49 4.78 5.39 4.63 4.10 4.30 3.26 4.41 -0.33
Griggs 121 119 60 78 72 87 89.50 -8.37 5.16 5.12 2.60 3.41 3.17 3.87 3.89 -0.33
Kidder 122 101 103 98 80 76 96.67 -8.51 5.05 4.20 4.30 4.11 3.37 3.22 4.04 -0.34
Slope 22 34 22 19 14 18 21.50 -2.37 3.11 4.80 3.10 2.67 1.96 2.52 3.03 -0.34
Billings 57 70 44 53 40 51 52.50 -3.17 6.11 7.45 4.66 5.57 4.18 5.30 5.54 -0.37
McLean 442 447 746 369 344 337 447.50 -34.60 4.65 4.70 7.82 3.86 3.59 3.51 4.69 -0.37
Grand Forks 4,481 4,619 4,279 3,949 3,263 3,547 4,023.00 -259.09 6.18 6.34 5.85 5.37 4.42 4.78 5.49 -0.38
LaMoure 175 158 128 111 87 106 127.50 -16.43 4.22 3.84 3.13 2.73 2.15 2.64 3.12 -0.38
Foster 161 113 123 102 86 85 111.67 -13.77 4.70 3.31 3.62 3.02 2.55 2.54 3.29 -0.39
Rolette 484 509 352 274 319 277 369.17 -48.09 3.97 4.17 2.88 2.24 2.60 2.26 3.02 -0.40
Barnes 706 537 530 490 427 434 520.67 -49.43 6.42 4.91 4.88 4.55 3.99 4.09 4.81 -0.42
Stark 2,256 2,045 1,823 1,719 1,529 1,641 1,835.50 -135.06 6.67 6.01 5.32 4.99 4.41 4.71 5.35 -0.43
Burke 167 156 191 135 112 136 149.50 -9.80 7.60 7.09 8.68 6.13 5.08 6.16 6.79 -0.45
Adams 138 152 144 131 107 87 126.50 -11.51 6.18 6.86 6.55 6.00 4.94 4.05 5.76 -0.48
Pierce 220 215 168 134 133 135 167.50 -20.14 5.61 5.47 4.26 3.39 3.36 3.41 4.25 -0.52
Towner 136 122 117 100 64 81 103.33 -13.31 6.33 5.73 5.53 4.76 3.07 3.91 4.89 -0.60
Stutsman 1,740 1,494 1,279 1,183 1,011 1,075 1,297.00 -139.14 8.09 6.98 6.00 5.57 4.78 5.11 6.09 -0.63
Dickey 338 192 237 171 144 146 204.67 -33.43 6.69 3.82 4.74 3.44 2.91 2.97 4.09 -0.65
Williams 4,209 3,554 2,958 2,813 2,882 3,016 3,238.67 -232.17 10.57 8.80 7.22 6.77 6.85 7.07 7.88 -0.68
Hettinger 161 143 138 109 87 79 119.50 -17.34 6.43 5.73 5.54 4.39 3.52 3.20 4.80 -0.68
Ramsey 1,079 976 1,501 727 597 864 957.33 -85.31 9.33 8.47 13.07 6.35 5.24 7.60 8.34 -0.72
Eddy 159 117 126 106 69 67 107.33 -17.83 6.72 4.96 5.37 4.54 2.97 2.89 4.57 -0.74
Average 844.30 796.51 755.38 746.13 695.74 751.34 764.90 -22.18 5.46 5.20 4.83 4.63 3.99 4.39 4.75 -0.26

Appearances
Civil

Appearances Rate Per 100 Residents
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County 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Average Trend 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Aveerage Trend
Mountrail 534 613 616 905 991 1125 797.33 125.09 5.61 6.41 6.41 9.37 10.20 11.52 8.25 1.25
Ramsey 1926 2228 2423 2876 2655 2451 2,426.50 124.54 16.66 19.33 21.10 25.13 23.28 21.57 21.18 1.16
Benson 223 192 207 423 404 355 300.67 43.20 3.77 3.23 3.47 7.07 6.72 5.89 5.02 0.70
Cavalier 84 85 78 145 232 145 128.17 23.23 2.24 2.28 2.11 3.93 6.33 3.98 3.48 0.65
McIntosh 86 97 159 92 119 158 118.50 10.26 3.30 3.78 6.28 3.69 4.84 6.53 4.74 0.48
Steele 43 30 40 89 76 59 56.17 7.63 2.40 1.68 2.25 5.01 4.29 3.34 3.16 0.44
Stark 1918 2301 2847 2698 2666 2839 2,544.83 158.60 5.67 6.76 8.32 7.83 7.70 8.15 7.40 0.42
Sheridan 37 51 53 72 56 47 52.67 2.40 2.95 4.11 4.31 5.90 4.63 3.92 4.30 0.23
Rolette 375 494 506 529 533 532 494.83 26.43 3.07 4.04 4.14 4.32 4.35 4.33 4.04 0.21
Golden Valley 39 36 48 36 75 41 45.83 3.29 2.23 2.07 2.76 2.08 4.35 2.38 2.65 0.20
Adams 102 110 109 84 139 110 109.00 2.91 4.57 4.96 4.95 3.85 6.42 5.12 4.98 0.17
Emmons 92 133 128 134 104 136 121.17 3.97 2.73 3.99 3.88 4.10 3.21 4.24 3.69 0.16
Logan 101 67 104 131 51 115 94.83 1.40 5.29 3.54 5.54 7.05 2.77 6.30 5.08 0.12
Kidder 99 61 75 76 117 74 83.67 1.26 4.10 2.54 3.13 3.19 4.93 3.13 3.50 0.07
Hettinger 79 70 86 124 77 76 85.33 1.26 3.15 2.80 3.46 5.00 3.11 3.08 3.43 0.06
Richland 866 837 981 989 865 868 901.00 2.91 5.27 5.12 6.03 6.11 5.38 5.42 5.55 0.05
Barnes 827 828 848 920 794 810 837.83 -3.29 7.51 7.58 7.81 8.54 7.42 7.62 7.75 0.02
Grand Forks 4540 4763 4819 5295 4912 4603 4,054.83 35.37 6.27 6.54 6.59 7.20 6.65 6.20 6.57 0.02
Williams 4910 7852 7842 6184 6556 6624 6,661.33 86.40 12.33 19.45 19.15 14.89 15.58 15.53 16.15 0.00
Cass 12461 12617 12750 13604 12461 12764 10,648.83 54.31 6.90 6.91 6.91 7.29 6.61 6.70 6.89 -0.04
Slope 10 22 30 21 19 11 18.83 -0.37 1.41 3.10 4.23 2.95 2.66 1.54 2.65 -0.06
Divide 171 117 176 138 154 147 150.50 -1.34 7.79 5.33 8.02 6.29 7.02 6.70 6.86 -0.06
Mercer 447 486 481 589 415 445 403.00 -3.29 5.56 6.02 5.93 7.24 5.08 5.42 5.87 -0.06
Bottineau 322 238 209 352 198 279 266.33 -5.49 5.00 3.71 3.28 5.54 3.13 4.43 4.18 -0.07
Nelson 174 170 102 144 129 167 147.67 -3.31 5.87 5.77 3.48 4.94 4.45 5.79 5.05 -0.08
McLean 644 723 648 773 661 597 674.33 -8.46 6.78 7.60 6.79 8.08 6.90 6.21 7.06 -0.10
Dunn 725 734 588 599 775 685 684.33 -1.89 17.83 17.99 14.36 14.58 18.80 16.56 16.68 -0.11
Bowman 194 121 146 157 165 137 153.33 -4.06 6.44 4.03 4.88 5.26 5.55 4.63 5.13 -0.12
Grant 48 51 44 61 30 36 45.00 -3.03 2.09 2.22 1.91 2.65 1.30 1.56 1.95 -0.13
McHenry 354 490 465 454 356 367 414.33 -9.94 6.56 9.12 8.70 8.54 6.73 6.97 7.77 -0.15
Renville 65 85 53 79 43 59 64.00 -3.71 2.82 3.70 2.32 3.47 1.90 2.61 2.80 -0.15
Ransom 229 180 211 207 202 160 198.17 -8.09 4.08 3.18 3.70 3.60 3.48 2.74 3.46 -0.17
Walsh 703 647 582 621 528 616 513.50 -21.51 6.69 6.18 5.59 5.99 5.12 6.00 5.93 -0.18
LaMoure 158 182 185 203 110 139 162.83 -8.37 3.81 4.42 4.52 4.99 2.72 3.46 3.99 -0.18
Oliver 78 54 72 71 61 48 64.00 -3.71 4.23 2.93 3.92 3.88 3.34 2.64 3.49 -0.19
Sioux 66 100 61 47 28 39 56.83 -10.43 1.68 2.52 1.52 1.16 0.68 0.94 1.42 -0.27
Pembina 406 401 369 511 384 256 387.83 -18.83 6.04 5.95 5.46 7.55 5.66 3.77 5.74 -0.29
Morton 3151 3051 3150 2830 2996 2666 2,974.00 -83.14 9.58 9.23 9.48 8.48 8.93 7.91 8.94 -0.29
Wells 173 158 125 213 102 91 143.67 -14.00 4.27 3.93 3.14 5.40 2.61 2.35 3.62 -0.32
Billings 67 65 59 55 54 50 58.33 -3.49 7.18 6.92 6.24 5.78 5.64 5.19 6.16 -0.41
Foster 171 241 188 175 176 111 177.00 -14.51 4.99 7.06 5.53 5.17 5.23 3.31 5.22 -0.41
Sargent 219 137 125 109 108 126 137.33 -16.23 5.69 3.58 3.28 2.87 2.85 3.34 3.60 -0.41
Traill 434 369 240 339 219 248 308.17 -36.60 5.44 4.64 3.03 4.29 2.78 3.16 3.89 -0.45
Griggs 121 133 108 88 104 63 102.83 -11.34 5.16 5.72 4.68 3.85 4.59 2.80 4.47 -0.46
Burleigh 11349 9549 8436 9654 7774 8818 7,793.67 -478.91 11.63 9.74 8.57 9.76 7.83 8.84 9.39 -0.53
Ward 7307 6413 5862 4545 5034 5597 4,860.17 -400.11 10.58 9.23 8.38 6.46 7.11 7.86 8.27 -0.63
Stutsman 1863 1410 1500 1554 1067 1019 1,402.17 -148.43 8.66 6.59 7.04 7.32 5.05 4.84 6.58 -0.67
Dickey 291 323 204 183 168 124 215.50 -37.74 5.76 6.43 4.08 3.68 3.40 2.52 4.31 -0.73
Burke 121 187 159 122 78 79 124.33 -16.40 5.51 8.50 7.22 5.54 3.54 3.58 5.65 -0.75
Pierce 367 348 225 187 108 126 226.83 -56.09 9.36 8.85 5.71 4.74 2.73 3.18 5.76 -1.44
Eddy 279 230 225 123 102 67 171.00 -44.17 11.79 9.76 9.59 5.26 4.38 2.89 7.28 -1.86
Towner 380 281 271 211 142 123 234.67 -50.34 17.70 13.19 12.81 10.04 6.81 5.94 11.08 -2.31
McKenzie 4855 3796 2677 2284 2322 2301 3,039.17 -502.43 34.14 26.25 18.21 15.27 15.27 14.88 20.67 -3.78
Average 1,231.77 1,225.60 1,182.92 1,190.66 1,107.45 1,126.96 1,074.28 -24.88 6.76 6.61 6.31 6.46 5.89 5.65 6.28 -0.22

Appearances Appearances Rate Per 100 Residents
Criminal
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Year 1 to 5 6 to 10 11 to 20 21-50 51-100 101-150 151-250 251-500 501-1,000 1,000+ Total # Attorneys # Attorneys  > 20 Cases
2018 705 188 229 269 76 29 23 9 10 4 1542 420
2019 714 189 221 247 76 27 18 15 6 5 1518 394
2020 650 163 213 235 73 21 15 13 11 3 1397 371
2021 586 185 197 250 71 22 20 10 7 3 1351 383
2022 579 165 215 209 64 29 21 13 5 3 1303 344
2023 467 174 189 205 74 26 16 11 7 4 1173 343

Year 1 to 5 6 to 10 11 to 20 21-50 51-100 101-150 151-250 251-500 501-1,000 1,000+
2018 45.72 12.19 14.85 17.44 4.93 1.88 1.49 0.58 0.65 0.26
2019 47.04 12.45 14.56 16.27 5.01 1.78 1.19 0.99 0.40 0.33
2020 46.53 11.67 15.25 16.82 5.23 1.50 1.07 0.93 0.79 0.21
2021 43.38 13.69 14.58 18.50 5.26 1.63 1.48 0.74 0.52 0.22
2022 44.44 12.66 16.50 16.04 4.91 2.23 1.61 1.00 0.38 0.23
2023 39.81 14.83 16.11 17.48 6.31 2.22 1.36 0.94 0.60 0.34

Year 1 to 5 6 to 10 11 to 20 21-50 51-100 101-150 151-250 251-500 501-1,000 1,000+
2018 1,431 1,473 3,382 8,605 5,155 3,654 4,285 3,305 6,896 6,562
2019 1,656 1,145 3,272 7,876 5,207 3,228 3,580 4,771 4,287 7,193
2020 1,592 1,081 3,227 7,386 4,916 2,590 2,761 4,832 7,175 4,475
2021 1,536 1,131 2,950 8,184 5,043 2,812 3,805 3,720 4,488 5,876
2022 1,210 1,262 3,213 6,514 4,417 3,539 3,912 4,625 3,513 4,669
2023 1,047 1,377 2,822 6,327 5,046 3,132 3,015 3,713 5,517 7,825

Year 1 to 5 6 to 10 11 to 20 21-50 51-100 101-150 151-250 251-500 501-1,000 1,000+
2018 3.20 3.29 7.56 19.23 11.52 8.17 9.58 7.39 15.41 14.66
2019 3.92 2.71 7.75 18.66 12.33 7.65 8.48 11.30 10.16 17.04
2020 3.98 2.70 8.06 18.45 12.28 6.47 6.90 12.07 17.92 11.18
2021 3.88 2.86 7.46 20.70 12.75 7.11 9.62 9.41 11.35 14.86
2022 3.28 3.42 8.71 17.67 11.98 9.60 10.61 12.54 9.53 12.66
2023 2.63 3.46 7.09 15.89 12.67 7.87 7.57 9.32 13.85 19.65

41.17
35.62
34.73
42.83

39,821

% of Total Appearances by Caseload Category
% Caseload Handled by Attorney 251+

37.46
38.50

36,874

26.56
28.35
26.40
29.24

# of Appearances by Caseload Category
Total Appearnaces

44,748
42,215
40,035
39,545

25.96

# Attorney Appearances By Year 

% of Appearing Attorneys by Caseload Category
% Attorneys  > 20 Cases

27.24
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County* 6-9.99% 10-19.99% 20-29.99% 30-39.99%
Adams 1 1 1 0
Barnes 1 2 0 0
Benson 4 1 0 0
Billings 3 0 0 0

Bottineau 3 0 0 0
Bowman 0 3 0 0

Burke 1 1 0 0
Burleigh 2 1 0 0

Cass 4 0 0 0
Cavalier 2 1 1 0
Dickey 0 3 0 0
Divide 3 0 0 0
Dunn 0 2 0 0
Eddy 0 1 0 0

Emmons 0 2 0 0
Foster 2 2 0 0

Golden V. 1 1 0 0
Grand Forks 2 2 0 0

Grant 2 1 0 0
Griggs 2 1 0 0

Hettinger 2 2 1 0
Kidder 1 1 0 0

LaMoure 1 2 0 0
Logan 1 0 0 1

McHenry 2 2 0 0
McIntosh 1 3 0 0
McKenzie 0 2 0 0
McLean 3 1 0 0
Mercer 1 0 0 1
Morton 2 1 0 0

Mountrail 1 1 0 0
Nelson 1 2 0 0
Oliver 0 2 0 0

Pembina 2 2 0 0
Pierce 1 0 1 0

Ramsey 3 2 0 0
Ransom 2 1 0 0
Renville 2 1 0 0
Richland 2 0 0 0
Rolette 1 2 0 0
Sargent 2 0 0 0

Sheridan 0 2 0 0
Sioux 4 0 0 0
Slope 1 0 0
Stark 1 1 0 0
Steele 1 0 0 0

Stutsman 2 1 0 0
Towner 4 1 0 0

Traill 4 0 0 0
Walsh 2 1 0 0
Ward 0 3 0 0
Wells 0 2 0 0

Williams 2 1 0 0
*Potentially High Risk Counties Shaded Red

No. Attorneys Who Take Certain Percentage of Cases Per County 
2023

12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53



54



55



5682



57



58



59



60



61



62



63



64



65



66



67



68



69



70



71



72



73



74



75



76



77



78



79



80



81



82



83



84



85



86



87



88



89



90



91



92


