Jury Video Transcript


Chief Justice Lisa Fair McEvers: 
Greetings. I am Lisa Fair McEvers, Chief Justice of the North Dakota Supreme Court. Today, I am honored to speak with you about a fundamental pillar of our justice system – jury service.
Our great state is built upon the principles of fairness, justice, and the rule of law. One crucial way these principles are upheld is through the active participation of our citizens in the jury system.
Jury service is not just a civic duty; it is a fundamental right and a cornerstone of our democracy. When you serve on a jury, you play a vital role in ensuring that justice is fair, impartial, and reflective of the values we hold dear in North Dakota.
By serving on a jury, you are not only fulfilling a civic duty but actively shaping the course of justice in our communities. Your unique experiences, values, and perspectives contribute to the richness and fairness of our legal system.
In the coming moments, we will present a video that explains jury service in more detail.  I invite you to watch this video with an understanding of the crucial role you can play in upholding the principles that make our state and our nation strong.
Thank you for your commitment to justice, and I encourage every eligible North Dakotan to embrace the opportunity to serve on a jury. Together, we can strengthen the foundations of our democracy, one jury at a time.

Speaker 1: 
This introduction to jury duty has been created by the North Dakota Court System.

Jury service is one of our most important civic duties in North Dakota.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The sixth amendment of the US Constitution states that, in all criminal prosecutions, the accused should enjoy thave the he right of a speedy and impartial trial by a jury of the state and district of where the crime has been committed.

Further, Article I, Section 13 of the ND Constitution states that the right of trial by jury shall be secured to all, and remain intact. 

In other words, any person accused by a crime punishable by law has a constitutional right to a trial by jury.

The seventh amendment of the US Constitution provides a similar right to trial for litigants in civil lawsuits.

Speaker 2:
So How are jurors selected? If you are at least 18 years of age, a U.S. citizen and a North Dakota citizen and county resident, then you could be summoned for jury service. 

A jury panel consists of 6-12 individuals who are essential to the jury process. They listen to testimony, review evidence and render a decision during a civil or criminal trial.



Speaker 1:
Before a jury is selected, the court and counsel will question potential jurors to ensure an impartial jury as required by the Constitution. This preliminary examination is known as Voir Dire which literally means “to speak the truth”. 

Potential jurors can be removed during this process in two ways. First, if counsel or the judge deems a juror to be biased, that person may be dismissed “for cause”. 	Comment by Barnhardt, Lee Ann: This is still a little clunky – thoughts?	Comment by Johnson, Scott: Clearer or too wordy?

The second method to remove a potential juror is known as a peremptory challenge. This method allows counsel to excuse a limited number of potential jurors without stating cause if the attorney believes the juror will not serve the best interest of their client. However, a juror cannot be excused based on race, color, religion, sex, national origin, physical disability, or economic status.

In some cases, alternate jurors are selected to take the place of jurors who may become ill during the trial. An alternative juror hears the evidence just as other jurors, but they don’t participate in the deliberation unless they officially replace a seated juror.

Speaker 2:
Before deliberation begins, the judge will instruct the jurors to select a foreperson. This person facilitates discussion to ensure each juror has a fair say and addresses any necessary correspondence or questions to the judge through the bailiff. 

During the trial, jurors will hear opening statements by both parties on the reasons they are in court, testimony of witnesses, evidence that has been introduced, and finally, closing arguments.

Throughout the trial, proper juror conduct is essential to maintain fairness. To that end, jurors must not discuss the case during the trial with anyone. Jurors should also refrain from independently researching the case, and from reviewing media about the case, including social media. 

At the end of the trial, the judge will provide the jury with instructions. Jurors are then sent to deliberate and reach a final verdict. 

Speaker 1:
Unlike what we see on television or in the movies, rarely is there a hung jury or a jury that cannot come to a decision. If a jury is deadlocked and cannot reach the verdict, the judge may declare a mistrial and a new trial may take place.

Jury service is an opportunity fundamental right that is guaranteed to all U.S. citizens. It is a civic responsibility that connects all of us and it is one of the very important aspects of our democracy. 

Speaker 2:
To learn more about North Dakota Courts, visit: www.ndcourts.gov.



