
March 3, 2006

The Honorable Dale V. Sandstrom, Chairman
Technology Committee
State Capitol
Judicial Wing, 1st Floor
600 E Boulevard Ave., Dept. 180
Bismarck, ND 58505-0530

Re: Purchase of 25 Stenograph Machines

Dear Justice Sandstrom:

On behalf of the North Dakota Court Reporter’s Association, I respectfully request that the purchase
of 25 new Stenograph machines be placed on the Technology Committee’s agenda for March 24,
2006.
  
The Stentura machines currently in use throughout the state are over ten years old and rely on out-
dated floppy diskettes to store and transmit notes to the computer.  Age and over-use, even with
regular maintenance, have contributed to some noise concerns.  Technological advances in computer
software and functions available with new machines have created new and exciting avenues for
communication, translation, and storage of electronic files without the use of paper notes or
diskettes.

Currently there are two options available from Stenograph: The élan Mira® A3 and the Stentura®
fusion.  The most notable difference between the two is one machine is paperless and the other is
not, respectively. Reporters who have selected the Mira are able to write faster, cleaner notes with
less fatigue due to the very shallow stroke depth and light touch of the keyboard.  The fusion also
possesses adjustable contacts and touch to the keyboard, just not as precise.  Both machines feature
the use of SD cards instead of floppy diskettes, RAM backup of notes,  AudioSync capabilities, USB
and DB9 ports, wireless realtime ready, large color display for easy readback, battery status display,
and much more. 

Mike Melby from Stenograph  has given me a preliminary purchase price and indicated that, based
on the quantity of 25 being purchased, those figures would be subject to negotiation.  The trade-in
value would be $600/machine with a shipping and handling charge of $50/machine to return them.

Enclosed are specification sheets for both machines along with a table breaking down the total
replacement cost.
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Please contact me for any further  information the committee requests.  Thank you for your time and
consideration.

Sincerely,

Ronda Colby, RPR, CRR
NDCRA President  

cc: Sally Holewa



Breakdown of Costs

Mira or Fusion Writer $4,695
Trade-in Value -    600
Shipping and Handling +     50 
Total Cost Per Unit $4,145

Total Cost for 25 Units         $103,625 (negotiable)

*Each writer inclues:
One year warranty with loaner provided
Soft-sided carrying case
2 Batteries
USB Realtime Cable
Charger
Tripod
2 SD Cards with Flash Card


