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Registration Information   
 
Please register on-line at http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22BSYHSTCQX 
 
 If you are unable to register on-line please contact Kimberly Dockter at (701)328-
4292 or kdockter@ndcourts.gov    
 
Target Audience for this event:  Juvenile Court Officers, Judges, Referees, Attorneys, 
Law Enforcement, DJS Staff, Social Workers, Counselors, and Educators.  Anyone in-
volved with juveniles is invited to attend. 
 
• Conference Registration:  There is no registration fee for this conference, but regis-
tration is required. We need to have an accurate count for workshops and breaks.   
 
• Conference registration information is also available on-line at www.ndcourts.gov 
 
• Lodging is available at the Ramkota Hotel (701-258-7700). Single room rate is 
$69.00 (plus tax); double room is $89.00 (plus tax). Please call to reserve your room 
before May 6, 2011 to ensure the special rate. Please inform the Ramkota that you are 
attending the North Dakota Conference on Juvenile Justice.  
The Ramkota Hotel is located at 800 S. 3rd St. in Bismarck 
 
• Continuing education credits will be available for social workers, attorneys, and 
judges. Continuing education credits for law enforcement officials, licensed profes-
sional counselors and addiction counselors are pending at this time. Questions about 
continuing education credits can be directed to the State Court Administrator’s Office 
at (701) 328-4292.  
 
 
 

http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22BSYHSTCQX�
mailto:kdockter@ndcourts.gov�


Tuesday, June 7, 2011 
 
Registration 8:30-9:45 
 
9:45am    Opening & Welcome 
   -Chief Justice of the North Dakota Supreme Court   -  Gerald W. VandeWalle 
 
10am-12pm   Plenary Session:  “ What Works in Reducing Recidivism with Juvenile Cases” 
- Edward J. Latessa Ph.D., Professor & Director, University of Cincinnati, School of Criminal Justice 
This session will provide participants with an understanding of the principles of effective correctional in-
terventions and will emphasize the value and utility of employing evidence-based and research-driven 
practices in planning, administering, and evaluating programs. 
 
Breakout A    1:30-3:00pm 
 
A1: Applying Core Correctional Practices to Community Supervision: Introduction to the EPICS 
Model (Effective Practices in Community Supervision) 
        – Edward J. Latessa, Ph.D., Professor & Director,  
            University of Cincinnati, School of Criminal Justice 
This workshop will focus on the importance of using behavioral interventions and strategies with youthful 
offenders and will include and review the core correctional practices.  Developing relationship, effective 
use of authority and reinforcement, and structured learning procedures of skill building will all be dis-
cussed.  Attendees will learn about the EPICS model and how it can be applied to youthful offenders. 
 
A2: The Street Gang Subculture: Awareness and Response 
         - Christopher M. Grant M.A. National Native American Gang Specialist 
This is a two-part training session designed to provide information regarding the core elements of the 
street gang subculture. Session 1 will examine the depth and extent of the national street gang issue and 
the primary myths and truths regarding the gang subculture. Session 2 will involve a discussion regarding 
contributing factors to gang involvement, gang activity in North Dakota & South Dakota and effective ap-
proach methodologies involving suppression, prevention and intervention. 
Continued in session B2 – Participants are asked to attend both sessions consecutively. 
 
A3: Understanding and Managing Sexually Abusive Youth in the Community    
        -Kristopher Steele, Family Law Education Program Manager for the  
          Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial  College 
 
Much of the information that legislators or judges know about juveniles who have committed a sexual of-
fense comes from the media. This information is rarely based on research and what is actually true about 
this specialized group of offenders.  This session will provide participants accurate and up to date informa-
tion about sexually abusive youth including: incidence rates, recidivism rates, risk factors, research on ju-
veniles that become adult sex offenders, the relation between sexual abuse and sex offending and national 
resources available for professionals. The second half of this session will provide information on different 
tools for professionals managing sexually abusive youth in the community including: JSO Court 
(specialized docket), specially trained officers, specialized courts orders and processes, community support 
teams, surveillance officers and dealing with probation violations. 
 
 
 



A4:  Bullying: We Need to Act Now Before It’s Too Late 
         -Officer Jeff Azure, Bismarck Police Department, Juvenile Division 
         -Teresa Carrigan, Bismarck Police Youth Bureau 
This session will define “Bullying” and how current day bullies and bullies of the past are different.  We 
will discuss how bullies choose their targets, and the role of by-standers, and the long term impact of bully 
victims.  We will outline the current Bismarck Police Department and Bismarck public schools approach 
and wrap up with ideas on where to go from here. 
 
Breakout B      3:15-4:45pm 
 
B1: Disordered [thy name is teenager] 
          - blank slate theater – St. Paul MN 
ADHD.  OCD. ODD. Eating disorders. Addicted. Anxious. Depressed. Alcoholic. Suicidal. For teenagers, 
these may be helpful diagnoses or harmful labels.  Can they be both?  Just what is going on inside the teen-
age brain? In alternatively heart-rendering, and hilarious ways, a trio of blank slate theatre actors portrays 
what it’s like to live with these labels in Disordered [thy name is teenager].  
Warning: This play contains language that some may find offensive. 
 
B2: The Street Gang Subculture: Awareness and Response  -  Continued from Session A2 
           - Christopher M. Grant M.A. National Native American Gang Specialist 
 
B3: Officer and Field Safety (LIMIT 20 participants) 
         – Kristopher Steele, Family Law Education Program Manager for the  
             Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial  College 
Participants are asked to wear comfortable clothing.   
Probation officers and other professionals working with offenders in the community are more likely to en-
counter situations that put their safety at risk. This session will provide participants information on how to 
avoid or escape hazardous duty situations. Topics will include: office safety and set-up, field safety, home 
visits, contact and cover officers. The second half of this session will be a hands-on self defense class 
which will cover the basics such as stances, blocks, escorts, grab escapes and strikes. The constitutional 
limit of each technique will also be taught. * Note - Due to the highly interactive nature of this session, 
attendance will be limited to 20 participants.  For this session, participants should wear comfortable cloth-
ing and no high heeled shoes. Participants should also consider carefully if they have health conditions that 
would preclude full participation such as back, neck, hip issues or pregnancy. 
 
B4: Homeless Youth and Young Adults 
           – Christopher Johnson, Director of Community Services, Fraser, Ltd. Fargo ND 
Runaway and Homeless youth definitions 
Existing State and Regional data / research 
The development of Stepping Stones Resource Center (SSRC) 
Fraser, Ltd. SSRC structure / programming / data 
Transitional Living Program models 
Fraser, Ltd. Transitional Living / Emergency Shelter program development and evaluation 
Fraser, Ltd. Transitional Living / Emergency Shelter structure / programming / data 
 
   



Wednesday, June 8, 2011 
 

8:30-11:30am 
Plenary: The Impact of Trauma and Neglect on the Developing Child 
                - Dr. Bruce Perry, M.D. Ph.D., Senior Fellow of the ChildTrauma Academy 
The development of a young child is profoundly influenced by experience.  Experiences – good and bad- 
shape the organization of the brain.  The ultimate effect is to impact emotional, social, cognitive, and 
physiological functioning.  Insights into this process come from understanding brain development.  Both 
trauma and neglect, the absence of essential developmental experiences required to express a fundamental 
potential of a child, are pervasive problems in our culture.  Various forms of neglect are possible and in-
clude splinter neglect, total global neglect and emotional or relational neglect.  Chaos, threat, and abnor-
mal patterns of emotional, social, cognitive, and physical interactions with young children lead to an array 
of brain-related problems.  This presentation will review clinical work and research that can help us better 
understand developmental trauma, neglect, and the relational problems that arise from neglect and threat.  
An overview will be provided that suggests new directions for clinical practice, program development and 
policy. 
 
Breakout Session C   1:00pm-2:30pm 
 
C1: Decreasing Minority Youth Incarceration by Assessing Mental Health, Substance Abuse, and 
Special Education Disabilities 
               -Dr. Christopher Mallett, Cleveland State University, School of Social Work 
This presentation will discuss the significant problem across many juvenile courts of disproportionate mi-
nority confinement.  To do so, a discussion of the problem prevalence sets the presentation framework; 
followed by what impact youth mental health, substance abuse, and other related disabilities have on these 
juvenile court confinements.  Finally, evidence of what works to date to decrease these minority youth 
confinements through addressing these disability and problem areas is reviewed, finding optimism going 
forward. 
 
C2: Strength Based Assessments:  How to Find and Amplify Resources/Strengths for Effective     
        Interventions.                                                                   
            -Michael Clark, Director, Center for Strength-Based Strategies 
 
The most overlooked and wasted resources in Juvenile Justice could well be the very capabilities and 
strengths of the youth and families we work with.  This workshop will examine strength-based assess-
ments.  Staff that have completed this module report a better understanding of why a “balanced” investiga-
tion (one that seeks problems and resources, failure and successes) are the most effective inquiry for com-
posing case plans.  This module will examine how the interests and pro-social proclivities of a juvenile 
youth can be captured and harnessed for more effective programming. 
 
C3: Alcohol, Courts, and Underage Drinking 

The Honorable Ronald Bogle  & The Honorable Thomas Bamberger 
Underage alcohol cases are often viewed by the courts as low-level offenses.  However, to understand the 
gravity of underage alcohol offenses and to effectively administer justice, it is believed that the courts 
must, likewise, consider the effects of teen drinking as related to damaged health, high-risk behaviors, long
-term issues and a threat to personal safety and welfare.   This training will examine the latest research that 
looks at the addictive drug, alcohol, and the impact of alcohol use on adolescent development.  
 



C4: Sanctions and Service  
             – Carol Schubert – Pathways to Desistance; Models for Change 
Does placing youth who commit offenses in expensive, out-of-home placements improve their chances of 
not reoffending? This session will discuss this and other findings from the Pathways to Desistance study 
reported by the MacArthur Foundation Research Network on Adolescent Development and Juvenile Jus-
tice.   

Break Out Session D    2:45pm-4:15pm 

D1:  Improving Maltreated Children’s Academic and School-Related Outcomes 
              - Dr. Christopher Mallett, Cleveland State University, School of Social Work 
This presentation will discuss the impact that maltreatment has on children and youth’s academic and 
school-related outcomes.  To do so, a discussion of both primary and secondary school related impacts of 
maltreatment will be presented, focused on specific harm to academic measures, development levels, and 
cognitive abilities.  This is followed by a review of what works within classroom settings, tutoring pro-
grams, and mentoring programs to improve children and youth’s outcomes.  A case example of a unique 
program that combines many of these evidence-based modalities is presented, showing some significant 
positive impact for maltreated children and youth. 
 
D2: Motivational Interviewing: Increasing the Readiness to Change 
        – Michael Clark, Director, Center for Strength-Based Strategies 
You’ve got to engage youth before you can hope to assist behavior change. What are juvenile staff to do 
when advice-giving and lecturing are poor methods to induce behavior change? This workshop will exam-
ine Motivational Interviewing which is an evidence-based practice that increases engagement and reten-
tion. Examine three critical conditions for change; importance, confidence and readiness. Review strate-
gies to lower resistance with challenging adolescents. Motivation is not a fixed trait –but a fluid state—and 
a state that can be influenced!  
 
D3: “The New Interstate Compact for Juveniles: Serving Juvenile While Protecting Communities” 
 – Karen Kringlie, J.D., Director of Juvenile Court, Unit Two 
– Pam Helbling, Coordinator, North Dakota Interstate Compact for Juveniles. 
Since the 1955 inception of the Interstate Compact for Juveniles (ICJ), the number of adjudicated juvenile 
offenders increased from a few hundred to more than 20,000 nationwide.  In the last five decades, the 
population managed by the compact has grown and changed.  The increased mobility of juvenile and their 
families in addition to the crimes committed by juvenile have contributed to a population more difficult to 
manage.  The revised Interstate Compact for Juveniles became effective in 2008.  Since that time, the 
Commission has passed new rules affecting the transfer of juvenile between states.  This session will dis-
cuss those rules and the progress made in the Commission’s first years of operation. 

D4: Culturally Competent Practices for Meeting the Needs of LGBT Youth  
Sarah Bergen, Staff Attorney, National Juvenile Defender Center  

This session will address the needs of lesbian, gay, bi-sexual and transgender (LGBT) youth in the delin-
quency system and describe strategies to ensure equitable treatment. This session will focus on topics such 
as family rejection, out-of-home placement, community-based alternatives, and other considerations criti-
cal to LGBT youth. Participants will gain valuable insight and concrete examples of LGBT competent 
practices and policies. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, June 9, 2011 
 
8:30-12:00 Noon 
Plenary Session: Adolescent Brain Development & Decision Making 
    - Michael Nerney, Executive Director, Nerney and Associates 
As research provides more information about the unique character of the adolescent brain, adults have a 
better chance than ever to help adolescents avoid or overcome the sometimes serious problems associated 
with this time of life.  This workshop will help participants understand adolescent development by utiliz-
ing a bio-psycho-social model with specific emphasis on exploring the changes that occur in the brain be-
tween the ages of 12 and 24.  These changes include greater levels of emotional intensity, differences in 
self perception, and intriguing mechanisms of assessing and responding to risks.  Participants will explore 
the connections between the adolescent brain and high risk behavior and discuss the allure of thrill-
seeking, drug and alcohol abuse, sexuality, and other high risk behaviors.  Participants will explore new 
language structures to utilize in helping adolescents acknowledge, assess, and respond to high risk situa-
tions in their lives.  Participants will be able to use the information in this workshop to establish a trusting 
relationship that will facilitate better engagement and intervention. 
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